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Disclosure to Promote the Right To Information 

Whereas the Parliament of India has set out to provide a practical regime of right to 
information for citizens to secure access to information under the control of public authorities, 
in order to promote transparency and accountability in the working of every public authority, 
and whereas the attached publication of the Bureau of Indian Standards is of particular interest 
to the public, particularly disadvantaged communities and those engaged in the pursuit of 
education and knowledge, the attached public safety standard is made available to promote the 
timely dissemination of this information in an accurate manner to the public. 




Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan 
"The Right to Information, The Right to Live'' 
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Paper and Its Products (Excluding Packaging Materials) Sectional Committee, CHD 15 



FOREWORD 

This Indian Standard was adopted by the Bureau of Indian Standards, after the draft finalized by the Paper and 
Its Products (Excluding Packaging Materials) Sectional Committee had been approved by the Chemical Division 
Council. 

Post card is the cheapest mode of communication available in India. Department of Post, Government of India 
wanted to build the quality in the post card not only for its performance but also for its ability to withstand the 
various mechanical stresses it undergoes during the transit. 

There is no ISO Standard on the subject. This standard has been prepared based on indigenous manufacturer's 
data/practices prevalent in the field in India. This standard also complements the efforts made by the Department 
of Post (DoP), Government of India for speedy delivery of public mail. While formulating the standard due 
considerations are given with respect to the requirements of DoP and the recommendations of Universal Postal 
Union (UPU). 

The composition of the Committee responsible for formulation of this standard is given in Annex A. 

For the purpose of deciding whether a particular requirement of this standard is complied with, the final value, 
observed or calculated, expressing the result of a test or analysis, shall be rounded off in accordance with 
IS 2 : 1 960 * Rules for rounding off numerical values {revised)'. The number of significant places retained in the 
rounded off value should be the same as that of the specified value in this standard. 
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Indian Standard 
POST CARD — SPECIFICATION 



1 SCOPE 

This standard prescribes the requirements and methods 
of samphng and test for post card intended for general 
purpose only and not for commercial. 

2 REFERENCES 

The standards listed below contain provisions which 
through reference in this text, constitute provisions of 
this standard. At the time of publication, the editions 
indicated were valid. All standards are subject to 
revisions, and parties to agreements based on this 
standard are encouraged to investigate the possibility 
of applying the most recent editions of the standards 
indicated below. 

IS No. Title 

1060 : (Part 1) Methods of sampling and test for 
1966 paper and allied products: Part 1 

(revised) 
1060 : (Part 3) Methods of sampling and test for 
1969 paper and allied products: Part 3 

4661 : 1999 Glossary ofterms used in paper trade 

and industry (second revision) 
4905 : 1968 Methods for random sampling 

9894 : 1981 Methods of test for smoothness/ 

roughness of paper 
11080 : 1984 Method for determination of porosity 
of paper 

3 TERMINOLOGY 

For the purpose of this standard the definitions given 
in IS 4661 shall apply. 

4 MATERIALS 

4.1 General 

4.1.1 The material shall be of buff pulp board, machine 
finished and machine calendered manufactured from 
100 percent chemical pulp of straw, bagasse and/or 
wood. 

4.1.2 The pulp board shall have a smooth, even surface 
on both sides and shall be suitable for writing in ink 
and good class letter printing. 

4.1.3 The pulp board shall be uniform in thickness, 
free from blemishes, specks, holes, undigested lumps 
and chips and as far as possible free from fluff and dust. 

4.1.4 Shade of the pulp board shall be as agreed to 
between the purchaser and supplier. 



4.2 Grammage 

Nominal grammage of pulp board shall be 205g/m^. 
When tested according to 6 of IS 1060 (Part 1), no 
single test result shall vary by more than ± 6 percent 
from the nominal grammage. Further, the mean of 
10 test results shall not vary from the nominal 
grammage by more than ± 4 percent. 

4.3 Thickness 

Thickness of pulp board shall be in between 0.22 mm 
and 0.25 mm, when tested according to 7 of IS 1060 
(Part 1). 

4.4 The pulp board shall also comply with the 
requirements given in Table 1 . 

Table 1 Requirement of Pulp Board for Post Card 

(Clause 4.4) 



SI 


Characteristic 


Requirement 


Methods of 


No. 






Test,ReftoCl 
No. 


(I) 


(2) 


(3) 


(4) 


i) 


Smoothness 
(Bendtsen), ml/min, 
for both side 


50-120 


3 of IS 9894 


ii) 


One minute cobb 


20 


13.2.2 of 




value. Max (for both 




IS 1060 (Part I) 




top and wire side) 






iii) 


Stifrness,Taber 




7 of IS 1060 
(Part 3) 




a) \5^ in direction 


40-80 






of grain 








b) 15" across the 


20-40 






grain 






iv) 


Tear index (MD) 


4 


12.7 of IS 1060 




mN m^/g, Min 




(Parti) 


V) 


Porosity (Gurley), 
100ml/s,A/m 


50 


IS 1 1080 



4.5 The reels shall be accurately slit and wound with 
even tension on strong straw board centres of 125 mm 
internal diameter. The straw board centres are to be 
plugged with suitable seasoned wooden plugs of 
sufficient length to prevent damage by crushing. 

4.6 Joints in the reel are to be as few as possible but 
not more than 4 in a reel. It shall be as neat as possible 
so as to pass through the machine smoothly. 

4.7 Butt joint shall be joined with cellophane tape. The 
joints shall be indicated by red arrow well in advance 
so that in case the joints are thick, the joints can be 
passed through the machine by reducing the speed and 
pressure on the machine to prevent machine damage. 



1 
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5 REQUIREMENTS 

5.1 General 

5.1.1 Post card shall be a flat, generally rectangular 
in shape and made from one sheet of paper. No part of 
a post card which is laid on a flat surface shall protrude 
more than 8 mm from the surface. 

5.1.2 Post card shall be free from tears, dog-ears and 
perforation type of defects. 

5.2 Sizes 

Post card shall be of 90 mm x 140 mm in size. A 
tolerance of ± 2 mm shall be permitted on sizes. 

5.3 At the lowest part of the address side of the post 
card, 20 mm wide covering the whole length of the 
card shall be reserved for bar coding. 

5.4 Printing 

The post cards, may be suitably and distinctly printed 
as agreed to between the purchaser and the supplier. 

6 PACKING AND MARKING 

6.1 Paclcing 

Post card shall be securely packed as agreed to between 
the purchaser and the supplier. 

6.2 Marking 

Each package shall be marked with the following 
information: 

a) Indication of the source of manufactxire, 

b) Size of the card, 

c) Grammage, 

d) Number of cards in the package, 

e) Batch number/Lot number, and 

f) Date of manufacture. 

6.2.1 BIS Certification Marking 

The product may also be marked with the Standard 
Mark. 

6.2.2 The use of the Standard Mark is governed by 
the provisions of the Bureau of Indian Standards Act, 
1986 and the Rules and Regulations made thereunder. 
The details of conditions under which the licence for 
the use of the Standard Mark may be granted to 
manufacturers or producers may be obtained from the 
Bureau of Indian Standards. 



7 SAMPLING AND CRITERIA FOR 
CONFORMITY 

7.1 Lot 

All the packages of post cards belonging to the same 
batch of manufacture shall be grouped together to 
constitute a lot. Each lot shall be tested separately for 
various requirements of the specifications. 

7.2 General Requirement for Sampling 

7.2.1 Samples shall be protected from exposure to heat, 
direct sunlight, liquids, varying humidity conditions 
as well as any other harmful influences. 

7.2.2 Samples shall be handled as little as possible 
and contact with sweated hands shall be strictly 
avoided. 

73 The number of post cards to be sampled from each 
lot shall be as given in Table 2. The samples shall be 
drawn by the method of random selection as per IS 4905. 

Table 2 Scale of Sampling 

{Clauses 13,1 A and 7. 5) 



Lot Size 


Sample Size 


Acceptance No. 


(Number of Post Cards) 






(1) 


(2) 


(3) 


Up to 100 


5 





101 to 150 


8 





151 to 300 


13 


1 


301 to 500 


20 


1 


501 to 1 000 


32 


2 


1001 to 3 000 


50 


3 


3 001 to 10000 


80 


5 


10 001 and above 


125 


7 



lA Tests for checking the requirements of pulp board 
for post cards as per Table 1 shall be conducted per 
10 000 post cards or part thereof 

7.5 Criteria for Conformity 

a) While conducting the tests for paper quality, 
no failure shall occur for the lot to be accepted 
as conforming to the specification. 

b) A post card shall be termed as defective if it 
fails in one or more visual or dimensional 
requirements as per 5.1 to 5.4. The number 
of defectives in the sample shall be less than 
or equal to the permissible number of 
defectives (acceptance number as per col 3 of 
Table 2) for the lot to be accepted as 
conforming to this specification. 
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ANNEX A 

(Foreword) 

COMMITTEE COMPOSITION 

Paper and Its Products (Excluding Packaging Materials) Sectional Committee, CHD 15 



Orgamzation 
Seshashaye Paper and Boards Ltd, Erode 
All India Federation of Master Printers, New Delhi 
All India Paper and Allied Products Manufacturers Association, Mumbai 
All India Small Paper Mills Association, Mumbai 
B & A Sacks Limited, Kolkata 
Ballarpur Industries Ltd, Ballarpur 
Card Board Box Manufacturing, Kolkata 
Century Paper and Pulp, Lucknow 
Central Forensic Science Laboratory, New Delhi 
Central Pulp and Paper Research Institute, Saharanpur 

Central Revenues Control Laboratory, New Delhi 
Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion, New Delhi 

Directorate General of Supplies and Disposal, New Delhi 
Directorate of Printing, Ministry of Urban Development, New Delhi 
Federation of Paper Traders Association of India, New Delhi 
Forest Research Institute and Colleges, Dehra Dun 
Federation of Corrugated Box Manufacturers Association, Mumbai 

Government of India Stationery Office, Kolkata 
Hindustan Lever Ltd, Mumbai 

Hindustan Paper Corporation Limited, Kolkata 

India Security Press, Nasik 

Indian Agro and Recyled Paper Mills Association, New Delhi 

India Foils Ltd, Kolkata 

Indian Institute of Packaging, Mumbai 

Indian Oil Corporation, Faridabad 

Indian Paper Manufacturers' Association New Delhi 



Indian Pulp and Paper Technical Association, Saharanpur 
Institute of Paper Technology, Saharanpur 

I. T. C. Limited, Kolkata 

J. K. Corporation Limited, Jaykaypur 

L & T Limited, Mumbai 

Ministry of Defence (DGQA), New Delhi 

Ministry of Defence (DRDO), New Delhi 

National Alliance of Young Enterpreneurs, New Delhi 

NEPA Limited, Nepanagar 



Representative(s) 
Shri N. Gopalaratnam [Chairman) 
Representative 
Representative 
Representative 
Representative 
Dr S. C. Shenoy 
Shri A. B. Ajmera 
Representative 
Shri S. L. Mukhi 
Dr S. K. Kapoor 

Dr Y. V. SooD {Alternate) 
Representattve 
Shri P. K, Jain 

Shri K. R. Murthy {Alternate) 
Representative 
Shri Joginder Singh 
Representative 
Dr K. S. Bhandari 
Shri Pankaj D. Shah 

Shri M. L. Mehra {Alternate) 
Shri R. K. Roy 
Shri M. V. Prabhakaran 

Shri M. K. Lahiri {Alternate) 
Representative 
Representative 
Shri S. K. Sharma 
Represektattve 
Shri Rajiv Dhar 

Shri K. B. Gupta {Alternate) 
Representtative 
Dr C. T. Dathathreya 

Shri R. Vardhan {Alternate 1) 

Shri Sura jit Roy {Alternate 11) 
Representative 
DrJ.S. Upadhyaya 

Dr A. K. Ray {Alternate) 
Shri Ashish De 
Representative 
Representfattve 
Representative 

REPRESEtCTATIVE 

Representative 
Shri N. K. Sikka 

Shri A. K. Singh {Alternate) 
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Organization Representativefs) 

Nestle India Ltd, New Delhi Representative 

Pesticides Association of India Ltd, New Delhi Representative 

Regional Research Laboratory, Jorhat Representative 

Security Printing Press, Hyderabad Representative 

Skan Packaging Consultants, New Delhi Representative 

The Mysore Paper Mills Limited, Bhadravati Representative 

BIS Directorate General Shri S. K. Chaudhuri, Director and Head (CHD) 

[Representing Director General (Ex-officio)] 
Member Secretary 

Shri N. K. Pal 
Director (CHD), BIS 



Bureau of Indian Standards 

BIS is a statutory institution established under the Bureau of Indian Standards Act, 1986 to promote 
harnionious development of the activities of standardization, marking and quality certification of goods 
and attending to connected matters in the country. 

Copyright 

BIS hcis the copyright of all its publications. No part of these publications may be reproduced in any form 
without the prior permission in writing of BIS. This does not preclude the free use, in the course of 
implementing the standard, of necessary details, such as symbols and sizes, type or grade designations. 
Enquiries relating to copyright be addressed to the Director (Publications), BIS. 

Review of Indian Standards 

Amendments are issued to standards as the need arises on the basis of comments. Standards are also reviewed 
periodically; a standard along with amendments is reaffirmed when such review indicates that no changes are 
needed; if the review indicates that changes are needed, it is taken up for revision. Users of Indian Standards 
should ascertain that they are in possession of the latest amendments or edition by referring to the latest issue of 
'BIS Catalogue' and 'Standards: Monthly Additions'. 

This Indian Standard has been developed from Doc : No. CHD 15 (948). 
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